🦉 Great Horned Owl
(Bubo virginianus)

📍 Spotted Near:
Art Lazarus Nature Trail, especially during early mornings or at dusk. Look up into tall pines and hardwoods—they often perch silently, blending in with the trees.

📏 Size
· Height: 18–25 inches
· Wingspan: Up to 5 feet
· Weight: 2–5.5 lbs
With their feather tufts (“horns”) and commanding presence, they’re one of the largest owls in North America.

🌲 Habitat
Great Horned Owls thrive in wooded areas, open fields, and wetlands—all found around Long Lake Park. They nest in tree cavities or reuse old hawk nests along the trail.

🍽️ Diet
These owls are top nocturnal predators. They feed on:
· Mice, rabbits, and squirrels
· Birds (including crows and smaller owls)
· Reptiles, frogs, and insects
Their silent flight and night vision make them expert hunters.

🦉 Behavior
· Nocturnal & territorial
· Often heard hooting: “hoo-hoo hoooo hoo-hoo”
· Monogamous pairs defend large territories year-round
· Fiercely protective of their nests

🌿 Role in the Long Lake Park Ecosystem
As apex predators, Great Horned Owls play a vital role in keeping small animal populations balanced. Their presence near the trail reflects the ecological health of the park’s forest and wetland habitats.

👀 Tip for Hikers:
For the best chance to spot or hear them, walk the trail quietly around dusk or dawn, especially in winter and early spring when leaves are sparse.

