Bobcat (Lynx rufus)      
The Bobcat is a stealthy, medium-sized wild cat native to North America. Recognizable by its tufted ears, short "bobbed" tail, and spotted coat, the Bobcat is a solitary and elusive predator that thrives in diverse environments across the continent.
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Size:
Bobcats are roughly twice the size of a domestic cat, with notable regional variation.
· Weight: Typically 15–30 pounds (7–14 kg); males are larger than females.
· Length: About 2 to 4 feet (0.6 to 1.2 meters), including the tail.
· Height: Around 18–24 inches (45–60 cm) at the shoulder.

Habitat:
Bobcats are highly adaptable and occupy a wide range of habitats, including:
· Forests and woodlands
· Swamps and wetlands
· Desert and scrubland
· Suburban areas with adequate cover
They prefer areas with dense vegetation or rocky outcrops that provide cover for stalking prey.

Diet:
Bobcats are carnivores and skilled hunters, relying on stealth and ambush tactics.
· Primary prey: Rabbits and hares
· Other prey: Rodents, birds, reptiles, and occasionally deer (especially fawns or scavenged kills)
· Will also prey on domestic poultry or small pets in fringe urban areas, though they generally avoid humans.

Behavior:
· Solitary: Except during mating season or when females are raising kittens.
· Territorial: Use scent markings and clawing to define territory boundaries.
· Nocturnal/Crepuscular: Most active during dawn, dusk, and night, though can be seen during the day in quiet areas.
· Silent and Elusive: Rarely seen despite being widespread, due to their secretive nature.
Bobcats are excellent climbers and swimmers, adding to their effectiveness as predators.

Role in the Ecosystem:
Bobcats are important mesopredators that help maintain ecological balance by:
· Controlling populations of small to medium-sized mammals
· Competing with other predators like foxes and coyotes, which helps structure predator-prey dynamics
· Reducing overpopulation of prey species, which can prevent habitat degradation
Their presence indicates a healthy, functioning ecosystem with intact food chains and natural habitats.
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